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EU-Mercosur deal threatens Europe’s agricultural sovereignty  
     Brussels, 3 September 2025 – By announcing the split of the EU-Mercosur agreement, 
European Trade Commissioner Maroš Šefčovič has paved the way for the accelerated 
ratification of its trade pillar through a qualified majority vote in the Council and a vote in the 
European Parliament, thereby bypassing the Member States’ veto rights and excluding      
national parliaments. 

          Guillaume Gauthier, President of SELMA: ”This decision jeopardises the European 
Union’s agricultural sovereignty and undermines its credibility in aligning trade policy with its 

environmental, sanitary and social commitments.” 

The proposed safeguard clauses by the Commission are nothing but an illusion: they offer no     
protection to European livestock farmers against unfair competition. The Commission 
downplays the impact of the agreement by claiming that the beef quota granted to Mercosur 
(99,000 tonnes) accounts for only 0.6% of the bloc’s total beef production (15.5 million tonnes 
in 2023). But this figure is misleading: these imports mainly concern premium cuts – sirloins 
and high-quality beef – which are crucial for the sector’s profitability. What appears negligible 
and marginal on Mercosur’s scale translates into massive and targeted pressure on European 
producers, already weakened by significantly higher production costs from Mercosur 

countries. SELMA stresses that only binding and enforceable mirror measures can guarantee 
fair trade. Without them, this agreement poses a direct threat to the sustainability of European 
livestock farming,  food security, and the EU’s political credibility. 

SELMA calls on: 

● European governments to form a blocking minority in the Council, 

● Members of the European Parliament to reject this text at the forthcoming ratification 
vote. 

No political manoeuvre and no illusory safeguard clauses will protect European farmers. The 
choice is clear: either defend a trade policy consistent with Europe’s values or sacrifice its 
agricultural sovereignty for good. 

 

 
About SELMA     - The Sustainable European Livestock & Meat Association (SELMA) is an 
umbrella organisation representing the European livestock and meat industry. Its members 
advocate for fair trade, sustainability, and the highest standards of animal welfare and food 
safety across the EU. SELMA brings together national organisations from six European 
countries including FEBEV (Belgium), EDOK (Greece), OI Intercarneitalia (Italy), Provacuno and 
Interovic (Spain), PZBM (Poland) and Interbev (France). 

https://selma-association.com/
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